ALGORITHM ON RN SCOPE OF PRACTICE
NEW YORK STATE NURSES ASSOCIATION

Is activity considered within the scope of nursing practice in New York State?* I

PERMITTED PROHIBITED

STOP!

Does this activity require an advanced nursing practice credential in New York State? I

STOP!

!

Is the activity permitted/prohibited by facility?

CpemmmeD

STOP!
Is the activity permitted by Code of Ethics? I

STOP!

When appropropriate, is activity compatible with your personal belief system?** I

STOP! (Notify facility appropriately)
Is the activity within your personal field of competence? I

STOP! (Seek education)

Is activity within the accepted standards of clinical or specialty nursing practice? I
; STOP!

Would activity be considered reasonable and prudent by nurse colleagues
with comparable education and experience in a similar situation?
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STOP! (Seek further assistance)

Assume responsibility/accountability, including the acceptance of potential risks or
consequences associated with performance of activity, and proceed to provide care.

*If unsure of answer, move along algorithm until you come to a definite stop.
**|n New York State Civil Rights Law, Section 79, an individual’s right to conscience is
addressed and permits one to refuse to assist in an abortion if certain criteria are met.
The Nurse Practice Act in New York State is Article 139 of the Education Law.

This algorithm was developed under the direction of the Executive Committee of the NYSNA Functional Unit of Nurse Administrators and Managers.



